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_ "The Christian message is fundamentally a story. 
‘cannot be reduced to a system of general timeless 
aths, a kind of concentrated essence which can be 
aeezed out while the pulp of historical fact is 

‘t behind. Christianity is not simply om ethic or 
shilosophy. As it has sometimes been put, the 
‘istian message is not an imperative, but an indic- 
ive; and not a present or a timeless indicative, 

: @ past indicative, the telling of an old, old 
ory, about an actual life lived in a particular 
untry at a particular time, the life of a man 

.led Jesus, who 'suffered under Pontius Pilate! --- 
is a story about God, about the works of God, 

put the purpose of God --- It sheds a new light on 
trything else in the world."--from To Whom Shall 
(Go? by Donald Baillie. 


CHRISTIANS IN INDIA 


The National Christian Council of India reports 
zt there are now 8,166,255 Christians among India’s 
culation of approximately 361,934,581. Of these 
ght million, about forty-six percent are Roman 
tholies. The leading non-Roman groups listed in 
= order of their numerical strength are: the 
‘hodox Church of Malabar, the Church of South 
lia, American Baptist Convention affiliated 
arches, the United Church of North India, the Mar 
oma Syrian Church of Malabar, the Methodist Church 
|Southern Asia, the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
arch, the (Anglican) Church of India, Pakistan, 
-ma and Ceylon, and the Gossner Evangelical 
-heran Church. At the time of counting, the for- 
yn missionary personnel actually in India numbered 
250, with 627 listed as being on furlough. This 
tal number is 500 in excess of the number four 
mrs ago. The missionaries represent 68 different 
yjanizations. The number of autonomous Indian 
arch bodies is fifty-nine. The National Christian 
ancil’s Handbook lists also 266 hospitals, 42 col- 
yes, 37 theological schools, 234 Christian period- 
als appearing in 20 different languages, and the 
riptures available in whole or in part in 102 of 
2 145 languages and dialects of India and Pakistan. 
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CHRISTOLOGY IN COMMUNIST CHINA 


Two former United Church of Canada missionaries 
were in China recently, according to the November 
China Bulletin. When they asked Professor Y.E. Yang 
of Yenching Union Theological Seminary about the 
church's theology, he said: 


"There is a change in emphasis connected 
with Christology. Born into a poor 
family - a laborer - concerned with the 
poor and oppressed - his life and thinking 
were in tune with the laboring class. He 
was antagonistic to the ruling class with 
whom he took the struggle attitude. Christ's 
gospel is closely in tune with the present 
day; there is much social emphasis. The 
social teachings of Jesus are prominent in ~ 
our preaching. Salvation is a striving to 
live up to Christ’s ideals rather than a 
free gift from heaven. Christ’s death 
demonstrated the way of life for us rather 
than 'buying' our salvation. You must rea- 
lize your own salvation by giving your life 
for others. Labor is an essential part of 
salvation, laboring with love. We continue 
to teach eternal life." 


ECUMENICAL CONFESSIONALISM 


World Confessional Organizations (like the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Baptist World 
Alliance) have received new impetus and have shown 
new life in recent years. In some instances, these 
organizations with a rediscovery and a reassessment 
of their denominational heritage have made signifi- 
cant contributions to the ecumenical eresounter. Some 
mission leaders, however, think this world confes- 
sionalism will have to guard against impinging upon 
the life and initiative of the younger churches in 
their moves toward union. It remains to be seen 
whether the growth of a world-wide denominational 
consciousness is a part of the whole ecumenical 
movement and conducive to its further growth or is 
a solidifying of denominational life on a world scale. 


ARAB REFUGEE PROBLEM 


The Near East Christian Council, meeting in 
Beirut in June 1955, renewed its appeal to the 
Christian churches of the world to seek "a permanent 
constructive solution to the long standing plight of 
the Palestinian Arab refugees in the Near East." 

The United Nations decree of 1948 partitioning 
Palestine forced a million people from their homes. 
Unable to return to Palestine or to enter in large 
numbers other nearby countries, some 900,000 of them 
are still refugees. The United Nations has provided 
minimum relief, but the problem itself is still 
unsolved. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF REPORT ON JAPAN 


The National Christian Council of Japan recently 
released a statement of conditions in Japan as a 
supplement to the Council's Japan Christian Activity 
News. Some highlights are: Food continues to be a 
‘naj or problem ---- 30% must be imported ---- the 
average person must spend 48% of his income on food 
alone. A recent agreement with the U.S.A. calls for 
purchase of $85,000,000 worth of surplus food. The 
U.S.A. is giving to Japan $12,000,000 worth of wheat 
and powdered milk and $3,000,000 in cotton goods. 
Church World Service is helping substantially. A 
plea for all Christians to understand Japan's basic 
poverty is made. The new civil law has decreased 
the rights of the eldest son, giving women equal 
rights in marriage, divorce, and the holding of 
property. The actual situation, however, does not 
yet correspond to the new law. The Church in Japan 
has been slow to express itself concerning social 
justice and human rights. It "must cease to exist 
for itself alone" and concern itself redemptively 
with the welfare of the society of which it is a 
part. 


FILIPINA MISSIONARY TO THAILAND 


The United Church of Christ in the Philippines 
recently commissioned Miss Vevina C. Gesite as a 
missionary nurse and sent her to Thailand. A mis- 
Sionary couple appointed by this same church have 
been in Thailand for several years. The Church has 
one other missionary couple in Indonesia and a young 
woman missionary in Nigeria. 


HORROR COMICS IN CEYLON 


The National Christian Council of Ceylon re- 
cently struck hard at horror comics and the publi- 
cizing in press and films of "violence, brutality, 
loose sexual relationships and false values in con- 
duct." It would seem that the shameful situation 
Which is still all too prevalent in the U.S.A. is 
unfortunately not confined to our own shores. 


TECHNICAL SERVICES AND THE CHURCHES 


Dr. Richard M. Fagley of the Commission of t] 
Churches on International Affairs, in a recent ~ 
interview in New York, said: "For at least 150 
years, Christian agencies ----- have been engaged 
in what is now called technical assistance ----- 

Therefore, Christian leaders have followed with k 
interest and concern the UN’s expanded technical 
assistance program ----- Christian schools and he 
pitals have cooperated, ----- Churchmen generally 
regard the expanded program as a good beginning - 
a sign of the world’s concern for social justice. © 
----- The response of the more developed countries 
----- is one of the brightest pages of recent 
history. se 


A CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY IN FREE CHINA 


In early November, Tunghai University in For- 
mosa opened its doors to some two hundred students 
enrolled in the seven departments of its two col- 
leges. The new University is located on a 345 acr 
site five miles west of Taichung. Beauson Tseng i 
the president. The University has the support ane 
blessing of the United Board of Christian Colleges 
in China. 


ECUMENICAL FELLOWS 


Union Theological Seminary in New York inaugus 
rated in October a program of Advanced Religious 
Studies to train leaders for the Protestant ecumen 
cal movement. A grant of $525,000 from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation makes the program possible for a 
period of five years. Provision is made for the — 
enrollment each year of twenty-five students from 
foreign lands. Twenty-four are enrolled this firs 
year, from seventeen countries and sixteen major 
denominations. The Rev. Dr. Ralph D. Hyslop, 
recently installed Professor of Ecumenical Studies 
will direct the program. 


THE SHACKLOCKS TO AFRICA 


On November 10, Dr. Floyd Shacklock, executit 
secretary of the Committee on World Literacy and © 
Christian Literature left for a six-months’ visit 
Africa. Mrs. Shacklock, with some special assign. 
ments of her own from the World Council of Christi 
Education, accompanied her husband. 


S.V.M. QUADRENNIAL 


The Eighteenth Quadrennial Convention of the 
Student Volunteer Movement has been called to meet 
in Athens, Ohio, December 27, 1955 - January 1, 19 
Some 1500 students from foreign lands now studying 
in the U.S.A. are expected to attend and a similar 
number of American students. The theme of the 
Quadrennial is "Revolution and Reconciliation." 


THE AFRICA TEAM 


| The International Missionary Council is forming 
fteam of secretaries for cooperative planning and 
{tion among the various Protestant missions and 
jurches in Africa. The team is to consist of the 
retary for Africa of the Division of Foreign 
pions in the U.S.A., the secretary for Africa of 
i Conference of British Missionary Societies, the 
poretary of the International Committee on Chris- 
ran Literature for Africa, a Secretary of the 

trld Council, two Africans to be appointed after 
fmsultation with the Christian Councils in Africa, 
| I.M.C. secretary to be appointed for a three- 

ar special emphasis on the Christian ministry in 
frica, a representative of the World Council of 
lurches, and the London secretary of the I.M.C.; 
re last named will serve as team leader. Frequent 
msultations by team members with one another, 

eld visits, and close collaboration with the 
tional Christian Councils are basic concepts of 

e whole plan. 


MISSIONARY AND THE KING OF UGANDA 


_ The official title of the King of Uganda is 
e Kabaka of Baganda. He has been in Exile in 
jitain for two years. Recently when he returned 
me, he invited the Rev. John Taylor to accompany 
im. Mr. Taylor, a missionary to Uganda, was plan- 
ng to return anyway to engage in an intensive 
udy of the church in Uganda under assignment 

the I.M.C. The honor conferred on him by the 
Ing should give him an abundant entree for carry- 
y out his important mission. 


DR. EDWARD B. WILLINGHAM 


The two American Baptist Foreign Mission 
ccieties now operating under combined Boards of 
agers have called the Reverend Dr. Edward B. 
)llingham to serve as General Secretary. Hitherto, 
ke two societies have operated separately under an 
{ficers’ council type of secretarial organization. 
+, Willingham as general executive secretary will 
w have chief administrative responsibility for the 
nrk as a whole. He begins his new assignment on 
muary 15, 1956. He comes to the societies from 

<e pastorate of the National Memorial Baptist 

rch of Washington, D.C., and a distinguished 
‘reer as one of the leaders of the American Bap- 


‘st Convention. 


MINNESOTA MAN SUES U.S. TREASURER 


A civil action complaint has been filed in the 
District of Columbia by Frank C. Hughes of Minneap- 
olis against Ivy Baker Priest, Treasurer of the 
United States, designed to stop the government from 
using public funds to support chaplains in the 
armed services. The plaintiff complains that he is 
forced "to pay a part of the cost of promulgating 
religious doctrines which he abhors." He bases his 
case on the "establishment of religion" clause in 
the First Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. Here we seem to have an absolute 
absolutist in the separat ion-of-church-and-state 
question. 


TEN WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


Ten books have now appeared in the World 


Christian Book series. The first one The Christian’s 


God, by Stephen Neill, came from the press a little 
over a year ago. This has now been translated into 
fourteen different languages. The others in the 
series now off the press are: Christian Giving, by 
V.S. Azariah; Mark’s Witness to Jesus Christ, by 

E. Lohse; Christianity and Science, by Charles 
Raven; The Christian as Citizen, by John C. Bennett; 
The Christian Character, by Stephen Neill; Reading 
the Bible To-Day, by D.T. Niles; John’s Witness to 
Jesus, by George Appleton; From Brahma to Christ, 
by L. Tilak; How the Church Grew, by John Foster. 
Order from Association Press, 291 Broadway, New 
York’ 7; N.Y.,>at $1.25" each. 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FOR AFRICA 


The Rev. Claude de Mestral serves as Secretary 
for the International Committee on Christian Litera- 
ture for Africa. Mr. de Mestral, by extensive cor- 
respondence and prolonged visits to Africa, seeks 
to coordinate all that is being done to provide 
Christian literature for the young churches of 
Africa and to increase the amount of it and inm- 
prove its quality. 


The Christian Family in Changing East Asia -- 
edited by Dr. Irma Highbaugh and Dr. Rajah B. 
Manikam. A report of the East Asia Family Life 
Seminar held in Manila in November of 1954 and at- 
tended by delegates from nine Far Eastern countries. 
It contains outstanding addresses by Asian and 
Western leaders. Price: $1.00 postpaid, from the 
International Missionary Council. 


1.M.C. RESEARCH PAMPHLETS 


Three timely I.M.C. research pamphlets are now 
ready for distribution as follows: 1. African 
Marriage, by Thomas Price; 2. Towards a Theology of 
Mission, by W. Anderson; 3. The Christian Church 
and Islam in West Africa, by J. Spencer Trimingham. 


Price 60¢ each; from Friendship Press, New York. 


The International Review of Missions--is the 
official organ of the Internationa! Missionary 
Council, and is published quarterly. Its outlook 


is international and interdenominational. Its com- 


prehensive book reviews and bibliographies are un- 


excelled. It records the experience, insights, and 


convictions of men and women in the service of the 
world Christian mission. The January 1956 issue 
will give an over-all, field-by-field picture of 
the world Christian mission as it is today. 
Subscription rates: One year $3.50, 2 years $6.50. 

They Reach for Life, by John E, Skoglund, 
Friendship Press, New York; 176 pp.; $3.00, cloth, 
$1.25 paper. Graphic evidence that many people in 
many lands are reaching out eagerly for the very 
thing which Jesus said He came to give - fulness 
of life. 


Venture of Faith, by Robert G. Torbet, Judson 
Press, Philadelphia; 650 pp.: $6.00. This book 
tells interestingly the story of fourteen decades 
of American Baptist Convention foreign missions - 
1814-1954. What began in faith has gone forward 
by faith and by faith continues in today’s 
revolutionary world. 


World Associates News Letter 
Volume II, No. 3 December, 1955 


World Associates News Letter is a publication 
of the International Missionary Council of which 
Dr. Charles W. Ranson is the General Secretary. 

It appears four times a year - March, June, 
September, and December. It is sent chiefly to 
those who are listed as World Associates of the 
Council and to some others, There is no sub- 
Scription rate. If interested, write to Jesse 
R. Wilson, Secretary of the Council and Editor 
of the News Letter. 


World Associates News Letter 


International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 


GIFT TO THE WORLD COUNCIL 


A gift of $260,000 to the World Council of 
Churches by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. will make 
possible a study and appraisal of Christian re- 
sponsibility in areas of rapid social change. It 
will also provide for a study of Christianity and_ 
War and will make possible added physical equip- 
ment for the Council's Ecumenical Institute at 
Chateau de Bossey, Switzerland. Some aspects of 
the study program covered by the grant will be 
joint projects of the World Council and the Inter 
national Missionary Council. 


t 


MILLIONS FOR MISSIONS 


The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. (Northern) has 
adopted a budget of $7,839,574 for 1956 - the 
largest in its history. The Foreign Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention has also pro- — 
jected for 1956 the highest budget in its history | 
$7,501,081. 


PASTORAL LETTER 


The House of Bishops of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the Church's fifty-eighth general 
convention in Honolulu, in September, put forth a | 
letter to be read by every parish minister to his | 
congregation. This letter is primarily a renewed 
call to the churches "to go into all the world and 
stake out the claim for the reconciling Lordship 
of Christ in all places of His rightful dominion." 
It confesses that "a deep-going reorientation in 
the method and spirit of our Mission is called 
for." It appeals for gifts, for life, and for 
prayer that "God will open to us ways in which we 
can fulfill more worthily our Church's Mission in 
Asia." 


SEC. 34.65 (e) P.L.&R. 


